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With revised test papers being less severe and a trial

lauded a success, the initial conclusion from officials is that

the revamped Territory-wide System Assessment (TSA) will

Peace Chiu . . 3 L5
reduce test anxiety for students, which prompted the 08 Jun 2017

government to announce that it will extend the

controversial exam to all public schools this year.

Focus

Hong Kong schools  On paper it would seem that the government has produced
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shining results after more than a year of review of the
controversial assessment, but if we scratch below the
surface, we will find a large number of highly disgruntled
parents and educators.

Case study: hands-on experience at Baptist
Rainbow has made for a school full of happy

pupils >

i

They still fear that the angst from repetitive drilling

_ -

5
exercises will remain as long as the test is being -y
conducted, and hence have renewed their call for the 27 Mar 2017

assessment - set for May and June - to be scrapped while
at the same time planning a citywide boycott.
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!

TECHNOLOGY 12 Jun 2017

Recommended by

Launched in 2004 by the Education Bureau, the TSA has
been administered across the city at Primary Three, Primary
Six and Secondary Three as an assessment for learning for
Chinese language, English language and mathematics.
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1 Trump pulls US out
of climate pact: is
China set to lead?

2 Chinese twins,
praised for their
brains and beauty,
conquer Harvard

3 Hong Kong hotelier
‘may be victim of

While originally designed as a tool to enhance learning and murder’
teaching by providing the government with data to review
policies and schools with information about students’ 4 The Chinese

. . i airports snapping at
specific academic competencies, the assessment, Hong Kong’s heels
particularly that for the Primary Three level, has in recent
years become notoriously synonymous with the immense 5 Hong Kong tops
pressure of the local education system. Singapore as world’s

most competitive
Over the years, exam questions have become more difficult economy
and trickier, leading to excessive drilling by schools and

stress on primary children.

Nearly 40,000 parents join campaign to scrap ‘too
difficult’ Hong Kong primary school exam: can
YOU pass it? -

Following widespread calls for the test to be scrapped, the
Primary Three TSA was suspended last year to facilitate a
comprehensive review.

The review yielded positive results which included cutting PROMOTIONS

the number of items assessed in the maths paper by about
20 per cent - and a trial of around 50 schools.
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The review committee concluded that the revamped format
would be less demanding and would therefore eliminate
the incentive for over-drilling.

Based on the committee’s recommendations, the bureau
announced in January that all Primary Three students at
local schools would have to take part in a new exam called
the Basic Competency Assessment (BCA) research study this
year.

While the bureau insisted that it was different from the
TSA, detractors have dismissed the explanation as just a
play on words and, in reality, it would not discourage
schools from over-drilling students for the test.

Learning, the hard way: a multimedia story on
cross-border schooling -

Annie Cheung Yim-shuen, spokeswoman of concern group
Parents Alliance, said some parents found their children
being given TSA homework and received notices regarding
their children having to stay behind after school for TSA
practices.

A study conducted byeducation sector lawmaker Ip Kin-
yuen released last year found that a simplified TSA format
would not eliminate drilling as long as the test continued to
be used to rank schools.

A senior teacher at a Kowloon public school who wished to
stay anonymous told the Post that an Education Bureau
officer visited his school about eight to 10 years ago to
warn senior staff about the school’s low TSA scores and its
low student intake. Thereafter, teachers were pressured by
the principal to deliver better TSA results through drilling
students.
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The bureau has repeatedly denied similar claims over the
years.

Many believe the assessment has ironically compromised
the quality of education.

Cheung Fu-wing, a primary school English teacher for 20
years, said that his school’s curricula had become
increasingly exam-oriented over the years in order to train
students to do well in TSA.

“In the past, we used to have
activities such as skit
performances and assignments
such as book reviews to hone
We used to have their language and
skit performances  communication skills,” he said.

to hone their “Nowadays, students don’t

language and really read story books
communications anymore, but they have to learn
skills how to read coupons and
CHEUNG FU-WING, ENGLISH notices, which is one of the
TEACHER things being tested in TSA.

They will end up gaining
techniques to do well in TSA at the expense of enriching
their language skills,” he lamented.

Dr Yan Zi, assistant professor at the Education University’s
department of curriculum and instruction, believes that
stress associated with TSA was inevitable due to the fact
that drilling is useful for enhancing short-term examination
scores that are valued by the society.

He added a similar assessment exists in South Korea, which
also puts a lot of pressure on students.

“l don’t think the issue is about [whether to have] TSA or
not. It is the culture and this culture has led to generally
high levels of achievement,” Professor David Carless from
the University of Hong Kong’s faculty of education pointed
out, adding other tests would also put pressure on
students.

After 71 student suicides since 2013, education
chief told Hong Kong schools are like a ‘prison’

%


http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education-community/article/2060242/education-chief-meets-hong-kong-pupils-discuss

He attributed this mindset to the city’s Confucian-heritage
culture, with parents having high expectations for the
academic success of their offspring and the residual
influence of the Chinese imperial examination system.

But both academics also pointed out the value of the test
for the bureau and schools to understand student’s strength
and weaknesses, adding the questions are of high quality
and carefully designed.

While it is difficult to strike a balance between reaping the
benefits of TSA while not exerting undue pressure on
students, Dr Yan believes that it can be done if there could
be a change in society’s mentality.

Professor Carless called for stakeholders to make better use

of assessment information to improve learning instead of
mainly focusing on the mark awarded. This can be done
through bringing in expertise to analyse the results to make
teaching plans with teachers.

With less than two months before the oral exam for TSA,
Secretary for Education Eddie Ng Hak-kim recently
announced that 500 schools across the city had arranged to
participate in BCA. Those taking part include all public
schools and around 20 private institutions.

But the Professional Teachers’
Union found out in a recent
poll that one-third of the
principals of local schools,

[f the school could including public schools, would

choose between not take part in the

taking part [in assessment.

BCA] or not, the Emmanuel Primary School,
school would not which refused to take part in
participate the trial last year, explained in

EMMANUEL PRIMARY SCHOOL an internal notice to parents
why it had a change of heart
this year: “If the school could

choose between taking part [in BCA] or not, the school

would not participate; but if the school is being given no
choice but to participate, the school will treat the issue with
equanimity.”

After a series of futile talks with the government, some


http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education-community/article/2074139/embattled-hong-kong-education-minister-eddie-ng

parents are taking matters into their own hands with plans
for a mass boycott.

Cheung of Parents Alliance said it had received more than
800 letters of intent from parents indicating they would
boycott the assessment, with most having children studying
in Primary Three.

She suspects the reason behind the government’s
reluctance to cancel Primary Three TSA/BCA this year is
because it could open a can of worms.

“People might eventually ask: what about the TSA for
Primary Six? Or perhaps some might even call for a review
of the entire education system,” she said.

This article appeared in the South China Morning Post print edition as:
Testing timesfor controversial exam


http://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion/article/2098015/nuisance-calls-time-talk-over-we-need-action
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education-community/article/2097832/squatters-bring-misery-owners-old-hong-kong-flats
http://www.scmp.com/news/world/united-states-canada/article/2097891/melania-trump-and-son-barron-have-finally-moved
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/2097985/worrying-rise-hong-kong-pupils-watching-porn-their
http://www.scmp.com/native/lifestyle/topics/premier-living/article/2061608/emotional-attachment-design-icons-attain
http://www.scmp.com/native/lifestyle/topics/premier-living/article/2087072/zero-carbon-building-reveals-how-typical-hong
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://scribol.com/a/lifestyle/families-and-parenting/two-week-old-son-crying-meningitis-listeria/?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=CPC&utm_campaign=Meningitis_Baby_DE_Desktop_S17&utm_term=This+Mom%E2%80%99s+2-Week-Old+Son+Was+Crying+in+Pain+Non-Stop.+Then+Do
http://track.globaltechadvice.com/c9380c8f-523d-4ac4-909c-a0810f73dde5?source=00064cd223d6aa18365fcc7c5a48f46130&ADID=Place-Here&sectionid=00064cd223d6aa18365fcc7c5a48f46130&publisherid=NO_PUBLISHER_ID&adtitle=Mac+Owners+Swarm+To+Do+This+Today%E2%80%A6
https://www.abbeywealth.com/free-pension-review-for-british-expatriates-01/?utm_source=outbrain&utm_medium=feb17image2&utm_term=premium&utm_content=feb17title1&utm_name=germany&bc_keys=pension
http://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
http://quizzes.howstuffworks.com/quiz/how-much-do-you-know-the-top-aircraft-world-war-ii?acct=00f6a7d2cf2656566c6578c8d8ce8c3a03&utm_medium=paid&utm_source=outbrain&utm_term=00064cd223d6aa18365fcc7c5a48f46130&pbid=NO_PUBLISHER_ID&adid=003cd62032a12bc33e0093beeec5bd1556&mkcpgn=a0130a2ccd284a379af03945ec981898&sg_uid=RqJMTHpzQMSc_OjZ0KOslA
https://m2m.tv/watch/grace-jones/iconic?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=native&utm_content=M2M+-+Grace+Jones&utm_campaign=M2MDAv2AllDay
https://plarium.com/play/en/throne/009_village_hybrid_g?plid=107158&pxl=outbrain&

South China Morning Post

Hong Kong China

Politics

Economy Diplomacy &

Defence
Health &

Environment
Law & Crime Society

Education &
Community

Economy

Tech

News
China
Hong Kong
Asia

World

Oﬁh K

SCMI TAE

(¢ I3

SCMF ePaper. 'iti

>

(SIS

I SCTIYIN

L

-

SCMP PUBLISHERS

Policies & Politics

Money & Wealth

Business
Companies
EWGS

Property

Investor Relations
Mutual Funds
Economy

China Economy
Money & Wealth
Country Reports

&

SIGN UP for

SCMP

eNewsletter

PRIVACY POLICY

Tech

China Tech
Enterprises
Social & Gadgets
Start-ups

Apps & Gaming
Innovation

Leaders &
Founders

Science &
Research

E-Commerce

%

FAQS

Copyright © 2017 South China Morning Post Publishers Ltd. All rights reserved.

Lifestyle

Arts &
Entertainment

Health & Beauty
Film & TV

Food & Drink
EINIIES

Music

Fashion & Luxury
Books

Travel & Leisure

Watches

C 2c
IS 7

Res” ...
D" .ctory

Ir. \rma’ an
Buy SCVP Photos

Copyright
Licensing

RSS Feeds
SCMP.com search
Historical Archive

Print Subscription

TERMS & CONDITIONS

STAY CONNECTED

Sport Comment

Hong Kong Insight & Opinion
China Harry's View
Golf Blogs

Racing Polls

Rugby Letters

Neldd=Ig
Multimedia

Video

Tennis

Boxing
Photos

Infographics
SCMP Chronicles

sdvertising Opportunities
¢ : ourAd rtisi _u

Ik : card

NV ¢ askate  rd

k= ateCar

choae C

SCMP  arke g Solu ns

SCMP Outdor .o ing

Recruitment  dvertic

Events
SCMP Events

Operation Santa Claus

WORK FOR US

f )y

Magazine

Post Magazine
Style

Good Eating
Destination Macau

HK Magazine
Archive

Other
Weather

Most Popular

7 Days Index
Country Reports
Crossword

Promotions

Other Sites
’Jobs.com

E. cation' s

You. gPc

Cosi oy iitan

Cosm_ JIRL!

EI'

[ peos caeelll

Ra g Pos

CONTACT US



http://www.scmp.com/video/hong-kong/2096189/what-does-paddling-dragon-boat-during-furious-race-look
http://www.scmp.com/video/hong-kong
http://www.scmp.com/video/hong-kong/2096189/what-does-paddling-dragon-boat-during-furious-race-look
http://www.scmp.com/native/lifestyle/topics/premier-living/article/2095858/control-technology-key-healthier-happier-life
http://www.scmp.com/video/hong-kong/2095868/how-store-still-sells-kerosene-stoves-became-treasure-trove-community
http://www.scmp.com/video/hong-kong
http://www.scmp.com/video/hong-kong/2095868/how-store-still-sells-kerosene-stoves-became-treasure-trove-community
http://www.scmp.com/video/hong-kong/2095868/how-store-still-sells-kerosene-stoves-became-treasure-trove-community#comments
http://www.scmp.com/presented/news/topics/polyu-celebrating-80-years-rich-heritage/article/2096528/nobel-laureate-sheds
http://www.scmp.com/property
http://www.scmp.com/business/article/2095875/standard-chartered-raises-mortgage-rate-citing-hkma-rule-changes
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/economy/article/2095571/passengers-left-stranded-and-angry-hong-kong-after-cathay
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/economy/article/2095571/passengers-left-stranded-and-angry-hong-kong-after-cathay#comments
http://www.scmp.com/video/world/2095330/outgoing-who-chief-margaret-chan-defends-her-legacy
http://www.scmp.com/video/world
http://www.scmp.com/video/world/2095330/outgoing-who-chief-margaret-chan-defends-her-legacy
http://www.scmp.com/video/world/2095330/outgoing-who-chief-margaret-chan-defends-her-legacy#comments
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/law-crime/article/2094741/filipino-woman-30-falls-death-suspected-window-cleaning
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/law-crime/article/2094741/filipino-woman-30-falls-death-suspected-window-cleaning#comments
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/2095006/hiv-cases-hong-kong-hit-record-high-more-younger
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment/article/2095006/hiv-cases-hong-kong-hit-record-high-more-younger#comments
http://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion
http://www.scmp.com/business/global-economy/article/2094920/opinion-us-will-come-regret-its-petulant-snub-chinas-belt
http://www.scmp.com/business/global-economy/article/2094920/opinion-us-will-come-regret-its-petulant-snub-chinas-belt#comments
http://www.scmp.com/magazines/post-magazine
http://www.scmp.com/magazines/post-magazine/long-reads/article/2094833/holga-story-cheap-plastic-camera-made-hong-kong
http://www.scmp.com/magazines/post-magazine/long-reads/article/2094833/holga-story-cheap-plastic-camera-made-hong-kong#comments
http://www.scmp.com/video/hong-kong/2094837/star-ferrys-longest-serving-coxswain-worries-about-not-having-successor
http://www.scmp.com/video/hong-kong
http://www.scmp.com/video/hong-kong/2094837/star-ferrys-longest-serving-coxswain-worries-about-not-having-successor
https://www.facebook.com/scmp
https://twitter.com/scmp_news
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/politics
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/economy
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/health-environment
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/law-crime
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong/education-community
http://www.scmp.com/news
http://www.scmp.com/news/china
http://www.scmp.com/news/hong-kong
http://www.scmp.com/news/asia
http://www.scmp.com/news/world
http://www.scmp.com/news/china
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/policies-politics
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/diplomacy-defence
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/money-wealth
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/society
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/economy
http://www.scmp.com/technology
http://www.scmp.com/business
http://www.scmp.com/business/companies
http://www.scmp.com/business/markets
http://www.scmp.com/property
http://www.scmp.com/business/investor-relations
http://www.scmp.com/business/mutual-funds
http://www.scmp.com/business/global-economy
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/economy
http://www.scmp.com/news/china/money-wealth
http://www.scmp.com/topics/country-reports
http://www.scmp.com/technology
http://www.scmp.com/technology/china-tech
http://www.scmp.com/technology/enterprises
http://www.scmp.com/technology/social-gadgets
http://www.scmp.com/technology/start-ups
http://www.scmp.com/technology/apps-gaming
http://www.scmp.com/technology/innovation
http://www.scmp.com/technology/leaders-founders
http://www.scmp.com/technology/science-research
http://www.scmp.com/technology/e-commerce
http://www.scmp.com/lifestyle
http://www.scmp.com/culture/arts-entertainment
http://www.scmp.com/lifestyle/health-beauty
http://www.scmp.com/culture/film-tv
http://www.scmp.com/lifestyle/food-drink
http://www.scmp.com/lifestyle/families
http://www.scmp.com/culture/music
http://www.scmp.com/lifestyle/fashion-luxury
http://www.scmp.com/culture/books
http://www.scmp.com/lifestyle/travel-leisure
http://www.scmp.com/lifestyle/watches
http://www.scmp.com/sport
http://www.scmp.com/sport/hong-kong
http://www.scmp.com/sport/china
http://www.scmp.com/sport/golf
http://www.scmp.com/sport/racing
http://www.scmp.com/sport/rugby
http://www.scmp.com/sport/soccer
http://www.scmp.com/sport/tennis
http://www.scmp.com/sport/boxing
http://www.scmp.com/comment
http://www.scmp.com/comment/insight-opinion
http://www.scmp.com/comment/harrys-view
http://www.scmp.com/comment/blogs
http://www.scmp.com/comment/polls
http://www.scmp.com/comment/letters
http://www.scmp.com/frontpage/international
http://www.scmp.com/videos
http://www.scmp.com/photos
http://www.scmp.com/infographics
http://www.scmp.com/topics/scmp-chronicles
http://www.scmp.com/magazines
http://www.scmp.com/magazines/post-magazine
http://www.scmp.com/magazines/style
http://www.scmp.com/topics/good-eating
http://www.scmp.com/topics/destination-macau
http://www.scmp.com/topics/hk-magazine-archive
http://www.scmp.com/weather
http://www.scmp.com/most-popular
http://www.scmp.com/timemachine
http://www.scmp.com/countryreports
http://www.scmp.com/lifestyle/crossword
http://www.scmp.com/promotions
http://www.scmp.com/directories
http://www.luxehomes.com.hk
http://www.ays.com.hk
http://business-services.scmp.com/
http://mice.scmp.com/
http://goodeating.scmp.com/restaurants/
http://www.scmp.com/frontpage/international
http://photo.scmp.com/
http://www.scmp.com/reprint-policy
http://www.scmp.com/rss
http://www.scmp.com/content/search/news/news
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/scmp/advancedsearch.html
https://customerservice.scmp.com/subscribe/
http://advertising.scmp.com/
http://advertising.scmp.com/
http://advertising.scmp.com/marketing_guide
http://advertising.scmp.com/marketing_guide/ratecard_overseas.html
http://advertising.scmp.com/marketing_guide/ratecard_china.html
http://advertising.scmp.com/marketer
http://advertising.scmp.com/marketingsolutions
http://outdoormedia.scmp.com
http://advertising.scmp.com/recruiter/index.asp
http://events.scmp.com
http://events.scmp.com
http://osc.scmp.com/
http://www.cpjobs.com/hk/?utm_source=scmp_footer
http://www.educationpost.com.hk
http://yp.scmp.com
http://www.cosmopolitan.com.hk
http://cg.cosmopolitan.com.hk/
http://www.elle.com.hk/
http://www.harpersbazaar.com.hk
http://www.scmp.com/sport/racing
http://www.scmp.com/mobile
https://itunes.apple.com/hk/app/scmp-news-pulse/id623201967?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.scmp.newspulse
http://www.windowsphone.com/s?appid=89040adf-8998-4130-9f60-2931e38b960f
http://www.scmp.com/tabletedition
http://app.scmp.com/
http://app.scmp.com/
http://www.scmp.com/epaper
http://www.scmp.com/epaper
https://www.scmp.com/user/simplenews
http://corp.scmp.com
http://www.scmp.com/privacy-policy
http://www.scmp.com/faqs
http://www.scmp.com/terms-conditions
http://www.scmp.com/work-for-us
http://www.scmp.com/contactus

	EDITION: INTERNATIONAL
	EDUCATION & COMMUNITY
	Main menu
	Testing times for Hong Kong’s controversial exam, despite government awarding itself a pass
	0SHARE
	RELATED TOPICS
	More on this story
	CY Leung blocks Lam’s pledge to scrap TSA

	Related Articles
	The Chinese airports snapping at Hong Kong’s heels

	MOST POPULAR
	Trump pulls US out of climate pact: is China set to lead?
	Has rule of law survived 20 years of Chinese rule? Ex-legal chief reflects
	Chinese twins, praised for their brains and beauty, conquer Harvard
	Hong Kong hotelier ‘may be victim of murder’
	Andrew Li: From early visit to Beijing to top judicial post
	The Chinese airports snapping at Hong Kong’s heels
	Hong Kong tops Singapore as world’s most competitive economy

	PROMOTIONS
	Get your FREE LuxeHomes Property Outlook 2017 now!
	Order your FREE copy of the MICE BIZ 2017
	YOU MAY ALSO LIKE
	What does paddling a dragon boat during a furious race look like?
	Control the technology or it will run your life
	How a store that still sells kerosene stoves became a treasure trove of the community
	Nobel Laureate sheds light on technological entrepreneurship
	Hong Kong’s banks raise mortgage rates after HKMA rules
	Passengers left stranded after Cathay flight hits brake problem
	Outgoing WHO chief Margaret Chan defends her legacy
	Filipino woman falls to death in suspected window-cleaning accident
	Hong Kong HIV cases hit record high, with more younger men infected
	The US will regret snubbing China’s belt and road
	The Holga: how a Hong Kong-made camera became a cult classic
	The Star Ferry’s longest-serving coxswain worries about not having a successor



